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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Date________________
International Organization for Migration

Brian Graham

2 Executive Circle, Suite 240

Irvine, CA 92614-6778
Re:
NAME: _______________________


ALIEN. NO.: __________________

Dear Mr. Graham:


I _______________________request a write off of the entire balance on the refugee travel loan account referenced above, due to great family hardship and extraordinary economic circumstances.  I also ask that you verify the debt you are collecting by providing me documents substantiating the actual transportation expenses incurred and upon which the original loan balance is grounded.  Note that in making these requests I do not acknowledge the validity of the debt you have alleged and reserve all rights and opportunities available under local, state, federal, and international laws to dispute, cancel, defend against, or otherwise challenge this debt.


As you know, my family and I were resettled by the United States government to Boise, Idaho, in about ___________________.  Boise’s economy has suffered tremendously during the past 18 months.  The unemployment rate in the Boise metropolitan area soared from 5.5% in August 2008 to 9.9% at the end of March 2011.  Over 20,000 fewer people have jobs now here than were employed in August 2008—in an area that has a total civilian labor force of less than 300,000 people to start with.


Despite this labor market disaster, fair market housing rents determined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for this area have risen an average of 9.2% since 2008, over $800 a month for a three-bedroom home.  Subsidized multifamily housing developments here have almost no vacancies.  The waiting list here for Section 8 voucher assistance was frozen for nearly all of the second half of 2009 and recent applicants can now expect to reach to top of it no sooner than 2014.  Some 70,000 people were newly impoverished between 2008 and 2009 alone in Idaho.  Affordable housing opportunities for low-income  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1families, whether refugee or not, are severely limited.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1It has become nearly impossible for many Boise families to eke out their survival in this economy.  We are confident you appreciate the additional difficulties that face refugee families.  Limited English skills, unsure competency with culture in Idaho, and several kinds of discrimination are difficult barriers to employment and affordable housing for these refugees in thriving economic times; they are now practically insurmountable ones as these families compete with native, English-proficient Idahoans for the few jobs and rental homes available.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 My family and I are experiencing dangerous hardship right now:

· Our refugee cash assistance has ended.
· Our family’s only income is from__________________________________ _____________________________________________________________.

· Our family’s total bare-minimum monthly expenses for survival total $_____, including $_____ for rent, $_____ for utilities, and $_____ for transportation.


I request that you write off the entire balance due on the travel loan account referenced above due to _______________________’s permanent disability, minor status, or _____________________’s death.  A verification of the disability/death by a professional qualified to make this determination is enclosed with this letter.  Note that in making this request I do not acknowledge the validity of the debt you have alleged and reserves all rights and opportunities available under local, state, federal, and international laws to dispute, cancel, defend against, or otherwise challenge this debt.


Please provide written notice that you have written off debt, directly to me.   Otherwise, please contact me or my representative_______________________ to discuss this matter.








Yours sincerely,








__________________________________







Signature








__________________________________








Printed Name








__________________________________








Address








__________________________________





















__________________________________








Phone Number

cc: ILAS, IFHC


